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Brief Description: To provide guidance for biosecurity and hygiene practices within Torfaen riding club’s venues with members of the general public or horses 
Applies to: All committee members, Torfaen riding club members, Volunteers and any members of the general public
Reason for Policy: To provide guidance on biosecurity for situations when working with horses or members of the general public. 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure best biosecurity practices are adhered to in the prevention and spread of infectious diseases by welfare officers when visiting welfare concerns. This policy aims to prevent the introduction of disease or disease contaminants to animals or humans and to prevent the disease spreading to horse or human by ensuring welfare officers have a full understanding of the biosecurity requirements. 

POLICY STATEMENT 

Disease prevention 
· Committee members must ensure all clothing including footwear is clean when visiting Torfaen riding club’s venues and that footwear is cleaned after visiting. 
· Committee members must disinfect before entering a horse-human contact situation. Footwear should be disinfected before returning to own horses. 
· Committee members handling horses should ensure their hands are washed before and after handling horses. 
· Where possible Committee members should disinfect vehicles tyres after entering an establishment with their vehicle. 
· If a Committee member is in a situation where disease is suspected. Firstly is the visit essential? If yes then overalls and disposable gloves should be worn, alternatively clothes should be fully laundered and dried before use with another horse. 

All committee members, Torfaen riding club members, Volunteers and any members of the general public are encouraged to use the alcohol gel to reduce the spread of infection.
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